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Stop LSMT 

without 

consent



any reason

if hospital review 

committee agrees







VA said 
“no”



20 years



“conflict remains 

unresolved, . . . make a 

reasonable effort to 

transfer the patient. . .    

not less than 14 days”



Day 15 ?



• Virginia

March 19, 2018
Eff. July 1, 2018



“end of the 14-day 

period . . . conflict 

remains unresolved . . . 

unable to identify . . . 

facility willing . . .”



“may cease     

to provide 

the treatment”



VA = TX







20 years



“health care provider 

. . . may decline to 

comply . . . health 

care decision that . . .”



“requires medically 

ineffective health care”

“health care contrary to 

generally accepted health 

care standards”





“not subject to civil          

or criminal liability              

or to discipline for 

unprofessional conduct”
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Elizabeth Alexander

70 years old 

end-stage pancreatic 

cancer



“Clearly an individual who 

should not undergo 

aggressive resuscitation”

“She is frail, debilitated, 

and . . . metastasis . . . 

extensive.”
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section 4740”
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“immune from . . . 

liability for refusing   

to provide . . . 

treatment requested”
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Nondiscrimination 

in Treatment Act

November 2013



“health care provider 

shall not deny . . .     

life-preserving health 

care . . .  directed by the 

patient or [surrogate]”



Medical Treatment 

Laws Information Act

November 2014
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“If surrogate directs 

[LST] . . . provider that 

does not wish to provide 

. . . shall nonetheless 

comply . . . .”
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Discrimination          

in Denial of             

Life Preserving  

Treatment Act
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“Health care . . 
. may not be . . . 
denied if . . . 
directed by . . . 
surrogate”
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Simon’s 

Law



Kansas 



Simon  
Crosier



DNR without 
parents’ 
consent or 
knowledge
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Simon’s Law 

addresses 

this
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“No healthcare . . . staff 

shall withhold, withdraw or 

. . . life-sustaining 

measures. . . under 18 

years . . . without . . .  

written permission . . . .”







Not even a court  

may order 

withdrawal of LSMT 

over parental 

objections
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Not change nature

Narrow scope





H.B. 3074  
(2015)
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Chris Dunn constitutional challenge



Mar. 19
2019
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Not a 
medical 
judgment



Value

judgment



Disputed 

treatment 

might keep 

patient alive. 



Is that chance 

or outcome 

worthwhile



That question 

is for patients 

& families
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