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Roadmap

1.  Public health law

2.  ACA impact on    

public health
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What is 
PublicPublic 
Health Law ?
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Medicine

Individual focus

Public health

Population focus

Medicine explains 
morbidity and 
mortality in terms of y
cancer, heart 
disease, stroke. 
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Public health 
looks at root 
causes such ascauses, such as 
smoking, alcohol, 
and diet.
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Benefits of 
preventionprevention
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But we 
focus onfocus on 
medicine
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5%5%
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Society is fully prepared 
to rescue the injured or 
sick individual

But is far less prepared 
to prevent injuries & 
illnesses

Healthcare protects 
identifiable lives 

PH protects statistical
lives (benefits long-term 
& invisible)
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“withering”

“anachronistic” 

“deficient”

“disarray”

Why?Why?

For most of U.S. 
history PH laws 
were aimed atwere aimed at 
preventing discrete 
harm to others
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Today’s greatest 
PH threats come 
from self-regardingfrom self regarding
behaviors

22

Smoking

Obesity

Alcohol abuseAlcohol abuse

Diabetes

STDs
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But . .But . . 

“renaissance” 

“modernization” 

“reemergence”reemergence  

“revitalization”

“renewal”
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How does 
law promote 
public 
health ?
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6 ways6 ways 

1.  Alter 
builtbuilt   
environment 

32



4/24/2015

12

2.  Alter 
socioeconomic 
environment
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3.  Alter   
informational 
environment
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4.  
RegulationRegulation
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5.  Tax & 
dspend
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“Sin taxes”   
deter harmful 

d t bconduct by 
raising its price

6.  Tort law 
damagesdamages
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Big Tobacco Settles 
Minnesota Lawsuit 
for $6 6 Billionfor $6.6 Billion

May 9, 1998
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Patient 
Protection & 
Aff d blAffordable 
Care Act

March 23, 2010

Motivated 
by 3 mainby 3 main 
problems
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Problem 1  

Access
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Lack of health 
coverage 

45,000 deaths/year

Expand Medicaid eligibility

Mandate purchase 

insurance

Establish insurance 

Problem 2  

Cost
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Problem 3  

Value

Value  = Quality

CostCost
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Pages 401 to 470

Prevention 
FundFund 
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$15 billion
Support infrastructure

Improve evidence baseImprove evidence base

Expand & train PH 
workforce

Pages 401 to 470
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ACA developments 
regarding public health 

1. Tanning tax1. Tanning tax

2. Menu labels

3. Wellness plans

Tanning 
tax
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73

Excise tax on indoor 
tanning services (Section 
10907). 

IRS regulations 

10 % tax 
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Menu 
labels

77
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Almost 5 years in 
the making

Final Rule

December 1, 2014
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Effective Date

Restaurants: 

Dec 1 2015Dec. 1, 2015

Vending machines:

Dec. 1, 2016
88

Wellness 
plans

90
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Authorizes employers to 
reduce, by up to 50%, 
cost of health insurance 
premiums forpremiums for 
employees practicing 
healthy behaviors 
(Section 2705)
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