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Injured
1.4 million

Killed
180,000

98,000 deaths
each year from
preventable
medical error
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ADVERSE EVENTS IN HOSPITALS:
NATIONAL INCIDENCE AMONG
MEDICARE BENEFICIARIES

Just Medicare
beneficiaries

Just hospitals
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400,000

premature deaths from
preventable harm to patients
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ANALYSIS

Medical error—the third leading cause of death in the
us
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A New, Evidence-pased Estimate of Paient Harms
Assocated vith Hospital Care

Jon T James, PID

2016

250,000

but understated



Heart disease

Cancer

COPD
Stroke

Accidents

Saber Tehrani AS, et al. Quality and Safety in Heaith Care 2013;0:1-9. doi:10.1136/bmjgs-2012-001550
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138,080

129,476

120,859

N =

Malpractice allegation group n (%) Mean, US$
Diagnosis related 100249 (28.6) 386849
Treatment related 95635 (27.2) 196960
Surgery related 84980 (24.2) 280257
Obstetrics related 22951 (6.5) 651670
Medication related 18697 (5.3) 257333
Anesthesia related 10525 (3) 419126
Monitoring related 7101 (2) 354131
Other miscellaneous 6929 (2) 176781
Equipment/product related 1872 (0.5) 128204
Intravenous and blood-rroducts related 1080 (0.3) 294011
Behavioural health related 687 (0.1) 212494
Total 350706 (100) 313815 =

Goals

Deter unsafe practices

Compensate the injured

Errors

Negligent
errors
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Negligent Negligent

errors errors

100,000 patients
4000 adverse events

Errors

1000 from malpractice

Negligent

125 claims (onl
errors (only)

Injuries 60 compensation

(+ to some of 3000
non-negligent)

60 compensated claims
20 before lawsuit
35 after lawsuit filed
5 at trial (verdict)

Only claims going to trial

weaker & MD usually win -
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NATIONAL PRACTTTIONER pPeryear

Specialty

Neurosurgery

Thoracic-cardiovascular
surgery

General surgery
Orthopedic surgery
Plastic surgery
Gastroenterology
Obstetrics-gynecology
Urology

Pulmonary medicine

Oncology

LAWSULTS BY SPECIALTY

Cardiology
Gynecology

Neurology




